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IV.—Contributions to the History of 
Mithila. 


(Continued from ante Vol. IX. p. 310) 


By K. P. Jayaswal, MLA. 
'"  NI—Ben&tres-and-Mithila. 


The immediate predecessors of Nanyadeva in the government 
of Mithi K 
BL c prins ot © ne d boty Dihal bp ihe 
eapital at Tripuri, modern T'ever* in the 
“distrlet of Jabalpur (Central Provinces). The greatest king of- 
s dynasty was Gangéyadeva, called Vikramaditya 
on account of bis suesess.t Even tho record ofa rival, the Chan- 
dela king, desoribes him as the ‘universal eónq VPE 
"The imperial prestige? of the throne of Kanyakubja 
(Kangüj) was shaken when R a j yapala the reigning king 
made no serious attempt to fight Mahmud ia Doce ber, 1018 
^. His submission enraged his neighbours and allies who. 
felt that the emperor had betrayed. the national cause. m 


* 


x, confederacy under: the leadership ofa Chandel prince a! 


Kanauj and killed Rajyapala in punishment in the spring or, 
summer of 1019.5 It seems that Gahzeyadeva ‘took part in 
dt, as the Kalach uri-Chandra E! described as sitting 
respectfully along with King B ho ja (of Dhara) near the couch 
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» of Vidy&dhara Chandella * that master of the art of war” after 
the destruction of the king of Kanyakubja.! Gangeyadeva 
who had inherited a kingdom including Baghelkhand, evidently 
annexed Allahabad and Benares out of the Kanyakubja provinces, 
and conquered territories northwards of Benares up to Mithila 
where within a few months of Rajyapala’s death he is found 

E ruling. At Allahabad Gahgeyadeva fixed his residence where 
z ultimately he diod (1040)*. The conquest and tho rale of 


a manuscript of the "Ramayana at, present in the state pios 
of Nepal. This was written in Tirhu by a Nepalese Kayastha 
Pandit i in Ashadha Samvat 1076 — June, 1019." 


as tdaq geo, mung afgu aaaf yena ARa 

à ddt atten dteqat sete 

oso RaR Gur aÀ areata e 

j mamafa (araa): faga, sit aei A lufaar 
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" ‘Dz. Hultzsch is wrong in suggesting Kokalla. (E.I. I. 919) 


“the contemporaries leaves no donbt that the Kalachuri-Chaudra was Giigeyn. , 


See Karga’s grants, eg. in E.I, II, 297 ; PALME oom ; 


p “had still territory in 1027 ‘near Prayäga *. See Jhusi plate Z.A. XVIII 98, 34. 
Evidently he is kept out of Allahabad itself owing to Gángcyadeva, 

| The Piawan inscription of Gáigeyadeva ineised in 1033 A.C, attests the Chodi 

‘le: near Allahabad (Cunningham, A. S. R., XXI, 118). In coming to Mithila 


‘from Tripuri tho route lay through Rewab, Mirzapur (Belkhar and Abraura) aud 


; Bene 00 
MET. ® Added in po : 
Ho * Ashadha, V. UN vidt, June, 1019 according | to D: B. Branikstun? 
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“Tn Samvat 1076 ashadba badi 4, Gopati son of Pandita 
Srikara [Kayastha] belonging to the country of Nepal living 
in Anandapataka (in the subdivision of) Bhanchu wrote this 

. (manuscript) in the auspicious victorious reign in Tirabhukti 

` ruled over by the illustrious Gangey adeva Mahara ja 
Ghira ja of virtuous presence, of the Lunal dynasty, who has 
planted his banner in Gauda. ” 

Tirabhukti was conquered from the king of Gauda (Bengal)! 
hence the reference *who has planted his banner in Gauda.” 

His son Karnadeva extended his power further east 5 
he made Vahga and Kalinga tributary to himself. At Benares 
he built a most magnificent temple which was called K arna’s 
Meru, it was hexagonal, twelve stories, with variegated 
windows and four , entrances.? Benares became really a second 
capital of the Chedi monarchy. King Udayáditya of Mālavain 
his inscription, ae -noted above, says that Karna with his allies, 
the Karnatas, had swept over thé earth like a mighty sca. His 
conqnests were many and extensive,” He aspired to 4 an 
all-India Empire with his seatat Benares. "Towards the latter por- 

- tion of his life he suffered defeats. But his sway over Benares $ 
and Mithilā remained unshaken. He made friends with the Bengal 


AID oso ATA E SEE: ROTE EG do SER oT 
It seems that Gaigeya in keeping  permarent hold on the territory to the 


north of Benares was helped by the existence in the Gorakhpur District (the 

Suraya-para) of a cadet branch of tho Kalachuri. family. Vy àsa was 

crowned in 1031, i.e. in the time of Gangeys. Vyisa’s son Sodhadeva was 

rulibgin 1077. The earlier princes of the family had taken part in tho wars 

in the time of King Bhoja. E.I, VII. 85. 3 s » 
1 P, By 74. j 

.3 E.l.IL.6n. Mr. R. D. Banerji tells me that the ruins of this temple are still 

. tobe found ander the modern temple of Adi-Kesávs near the confluence of the 

Varapa and the Ganges to the north of Kasi Railway station. Itstill bears the 

fame name. The sculptures are not yet. photographed. The toranas at Rewah 


re 
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» king and entered into a marriage alliance with Vigraha Pala 2 
We do not know the exact date of his death, it seems to 
have occurred about 1080, and certainly before the accession 
of Chandradeva (circa 1090) as expressly. mentioned in the 
Basahi plate * 
His son Yasah Karna came in conflict with the new 
T _Gahadavala power which sought to reassert the 
Struggle for imperial position of Kanyakubja and thero- 
Benares. fore to recover Benares, About 1090 Benares 
t by Xasah Karpa and it became the sister capital of tho 
aca ey Benares tho base on which the dominion 
of Chedi over Mithila rested now removed, the Chedi power : 
must contract back towards Jabalpur. Before finally losing 
them, Yasah Karna, true to the tradition of perseverance of his 
house, made considerable attempts to recover Benares and 
Mithila. This story is silently told by the inscriptions of two 
generations. In the year 1177 Samvat=1120A.0, at Benares in 
the presence of King Govindachandra and his ministers 
the village of Karanda was transferred to the nobleman Vasishtha, 
a brahman, by Ru d z a éi v a tho Guru of King Yasah Karga 
who had given the: estate. to “his guru after i 
-*' . Visvanātha. Two years later in 1122 we have again a copper- 
4 plate grant of Y aal Karna recorded at Benares (‘here in Benares’ 
1 Ed, 11 pages 2, &) Five years later we see Govinda 
Chandra fully established as far east from Benares as Maner 
in the Patna district. Thus between o. 1097 and 1126 4, c, 
the result of Gahadavala-Kalachuri duel fluctuates which may 
‘be located in chronology with the help of the following data: 
- Before 19th January 1097, tho dato of tho grant at Benares 
a by Chandradeva (T.A. XVIII, 11), Benares 
^! T onquered from the successor of Karna 
(LA. XIV. 101), io. Yasuy Kara by 
dais. Mr 


ea 
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C. 1097 . .. Death of Chandra, as the gift of that year 
had to be drawn and sealed by his successor 
- Madana(pala)deva (LA. XVIIL 11) 
[18 July, 1097 ... Nanyadeva sets himself as king of Mithila] i^ 
+ 1104 } Prince Govinda Chandra is making grants on 
1105 the Jamuna and Ganges in the reign of hik 


father, in 1105 near Benares at Vishnupurg. 


(an old name for Chunar) (IA. XIV. 103; 
kl. IL 359) 


á 1107 ++ King Madana(pala)deva at Benares (J.R.A.S, 
1890, 787) A 

li s. King Govinda Chandra at Benares (ELIV.102) 

[Madana reigned in 1109, IA. XVIIL p. 18] 

. Iné ++ Govinda Chandra at Benares (B.I. IV, 104) 


119... Ditto (EI. IV. 100) 
STO AIN Ditto (BL. IV. 109 5 
J. A. S.B. 31, 
1 . 133. Transfer 


Wien cd EMT i LL d rit RUD 
21 July, 1122 ... Govinda Chandra at Benares E.I, IV. 110, 
25 Dec, 1122... Yassh Karna; Jabalpur grant drawn at 
Benares (B.I. I. 1) 
1% Augt., 1124... Govinda Chandra and his mother make a 
grant at Benares (Kielhorn, List, No. 96, 
LA. XIX. 357) ; 
- 2126 — ... Govinda’ Chandra at Maner (J.B.O.R.S, I1). i 
N27... Govinda Chandra at Benares (BI. IV, 14) _ 
3129 — ... Ditto (7.A.S.B, 561, 119.) 
(For the presence of Govinda Chandra at Benares in 1129, 
1180, 1131, 1134, 1139, 1141, 1144, 115% 
1104, seo Kielhorn's is, E.T.V. pages 16-20)? 
As to the significance of Karanda I think 
"we must agree with Rai Hira Lal Bahadur 
agen 
Nue agam ne Qe Ms generations of donors and differ. — 
ent donees and grants of fendatories of (he Gahadavalas. They d 
f 1 


Date of Kala- 
churi recovery 
of Benaros, 


$ 
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(EI. XII. 208) as against the late Dr. Kielhorn that the date 
T of the gift of Karanda is not known, that the gift might have 
been very well made before Yasah Karma lost, Benares to Chandra 
On that evidence we cannot therefore carne to a sure eonclusion 
that Yaéah Karna must have been in Benares a little before 1120. " 
But it is certain that he regained Benares for a time at least 
once. This is evidenced by the Jabalpur plate and the record 
that he invaded Champiranya (see below). Nobody invades his 
: own territory. The invasion of Champürapya must come there- 
ponerse dir Ms it bad hean lot by the Kalachuri, ie. to — 
7 To reach Champiranya the Chedi king must have come into 
* possession of Benares. Benares was the Chedi base to stop over 
to Mithila. "o 
: The second recovery of Benares must come after tho 
A 21st July, 1123, the dateof the Kamauli grant issued from 
Benares by Govinda Chandra which is edited at page 110 of the 
j Bpigraphia Indica, Vol. IV. and before the 25th August, 
1122, the date caleulated by Dr. Kielhorn for the Jabalpur plate 
, of Yasah Karna which was drawn and executed at Benares, On 
m oce gja the ‘14th August, 1124 we find. Govinda 
3 : Gahada vala Chandra again at Benares, for on that date he f? 
REI recovery of and his mother make a pious gift (LÀ. XIX. ` 
| E: i 857); and his power goes on increasing easte | 
wards as observed above, Benares. was thus recovered by 
Govinda Chandra finally before the 14th August, 1124. 


the river Asi in the Varanasi area. They appear to have boen duplicato copies of * 
the original grants preserved inthe 


generations of the dynasty, almost year by year, coupled 
is very weighty in favour of the theory advanced 
Ante, in several places 
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‘This weakening of the Gahadavala hold on Benates in 1122 
was probably. also dueto the invasion and 
Invasion of success of King Lakshmana Sena whoin 
Lakshmana ty “insoriptions of his sons is resorded to 
have posted. pillars of victory at Benares and 
Allabábad (Triveníj'. We can, I think, fix the date of this event. 
It must have preceded 1124. By 1126 (Manet copper-plate) 
Govinda Chandra’s power penetrated’as far as Patna 3 it kept on 
increasing eastwards as in 1146 we find him making disposition 
of property from Mnudgagiri (Monghyr)* The date of 
Lakshmana Sena’s invasion thus falls in the period 1122-1126, 
which is soon after the beginning of the era after Lakshmana 
Sena’s name and indirectly confirms the view of Kielhorn and 
ether scholars who date the aooessión of that Sena king in 
1119. Lakshmana Sena had Won military renown beforé coming 
to the throne, by his suceéss in Orissa. He seems to have 
signalísed his accession by an invasion of Benares and Allahabad. 
which evidently he freed for Yasah Karna, for his:sons. do not 
credit his father with & permanent conquest of the two towns, 
and we find Yasah Karna again there in, that period. These 
towns had been very dear to the last two ancestors of Yaéah 
Karna, The Gabadavalas had been an ally of the Palas against 
the rising Senas, Govinda Chandra's grandfather aboné fifteen. 
or twenty years back had fought on the side of the’ Pala 
king (Madana-pila) against Vijaya Sena, grandfather of 
Lakshmana Sena? Probably Yasah Karna appealed to the 
Sena king whose kingdom extended right up tothe frontiers of. F 

the Benares Province. SGE, oa T 
The invasion of Mithila by Yasah Karna alluded to above 
deserves a fuller notice. The widow of Gaya Karna son of 
. Yasah Karpa—A l han ad e vi—in her Bheri: 
Foret of ghat (Jabalpur) inscription says that Yasah 
(Champaran) Karna devastated Champaran (Cham- 
‘by Yasah  -Paranya)* that is, the portion of Tirbut 
Karna, which would, be reached first in going up from 

—' 1 JA&B., 1806, Il, PB, 106. SITES 
EL, VII. 98. Ug 
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we ~  Benares; Tirbut had been so completely lost to the touse of 
Kalachuri that it was treated as an enemy country by the 
daughter-in-law of Yasah Karna nay, by the latter himself. Tho E 
enemy was King Nünyadeva. On recovéry of Benares in 1122 
k the Chedi king would not haye neglected to recover his old 
provinee of Mithila. "We may take it ‘that in the period when 
Benares was reoccupied Mithila became the: ot ` Queen 
Alhanaderi does not intend a permanent conques 
| to be implied : the “devastation of Champa 
dosi aea on account “of Benarès 
4 the route to Jabalpur having come into thé hands 
Chandra or on account of eheck offered by Nany Le 
«account of both. The Champaran feat was iürality a diem 
and no other inscription of the dynasty mentions it. Te 
that the return of Yssah Karna represents his withdrawal, or 
is defeat by Govinda Chandra, Yaéah Kama’s final 
odgement from Benares, and probably also his death, 
[ be dated about 1124-1125. By then he would have 


ES 


‘after Mode Fortunately for i 

Es e] hal a long. rule, and fortunately for 

"him the "Gahadavála. power soon recovered. $ 
under Govinda Chandra. That power was friendly to Nánya- 
deva -Nányadeva must have sought that friendliness. 

1 the settled principle of the Hindu foreign office was. 


yet here the case was reverse, This $ 
-balancing of pomece mae 
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it was there where the Kārpāta of Mithila and the Gahadavala ^" 
ot Kanauj became next-door neighbours, ‘The Gabadavala " 
would not have the Chedi power both above and below Benares. 
"To see the Chedi province to the north of Benares become 
independent and to see it continuing that independence was 
to the advantage ofthe Gahadavila... To have Benares as 
3 Gabadavila town was for Nanyadeva to have.a strong 
bulwark against Chedi, ‘The, situation suited both and made 
both friendly, Again Chandra. the founderiof the Gahadavala 
dynasty had similarly a friendly policy towards the Pala king 
who wafa neighbour on his eastern frontier. This poliey. ; 
evidently. was dictated by the danger of the. Chedi sovereign è 
Le an access fo Mithila and Benares throngh Chhatisgarh u 

id Jharkhand. The alliance "t 


the Musalman interloper—rather, incomer, as in politics there 4 

is really no interloper. Thus when we have only the Sena and a [x 
the Gáhadavála, when the duel changes from being: one between - 

the Kalachuri and the Gabadavala to one betwéen the Gahadavala. ` 

and the Sena, the Kamaja of Mithila is the buffer with the! ~ 
right leaning, not towards his brotheb Karnata the Sena but 
towards the Gihadavala. For it is the Gahadavila who proves Á 

‘the stronger of the two, Had Nanyadeva taken the other — ^ 
curse very likely he would have been wiped out and Mithila * 
incorporated in Ui Kosala of the Gahadavila. As late n 

_ as the time of Jaya Chandra, son of Govinda Chandra, d 

finda 


OTR OR 


RUSTORY. OF araisa. PRORA 


Probably 
grandson Natasimbadeya (1174-1205) whom tbe 


‘tradition deséribesyas a weak monarch, as tho loser 
; “over Nepal," that Mithila Jeaned towards the 
Seer da ti at ie Ile So 


